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their wives ; the whole body of common soldiers were matched, after the example of their leaders. By this means the two republics incorporated with one another, and became the most flourishing and polite government in the part of the world which they
"
inhabited.
No. 435.          Saturday, Juhj 19, 1712         [ADDISON
JVVr duo mut at forma duplex, necfemina did
fin: put i' tit poixsit, nculruttwiue ct utrumgue mdentur.
OVID, Met. iv, 378
MOST of the papers I give the public are written on subjects that never vary, but are for ever fixed and immutable. Of this kind are all my more serious essays and discourses; but there is another sort of speculations which I consider as occasional papers, that tako their rise from the folly, extravagance, and caprice of the present age. For I look upon myself as ono set to watch the manners and behaviour of my countrymen and contemporaries, and to mark down every absurd fashion, ridiculous custom, or affected form of speech that makes its appearance in tho world during the course of these my speculations. Tho petticoat no sooner began to swell, but I observed its motions. The party patches had not time to muster themselves before 1 detected thorn. I had intelligence of the coloured hood tho very first time it appeared in a public assembly l. I might here mention several other the like contingent subjects upon which I have bestowed distinct papers. By this means I have so effectually quuHhccl those irregularities which gave occasion to 'em, that 1 am afraid posterity will scarce have a sufficient idea of them to relish those discourses which were in no little vogue at the time when they wore written. They will bo apt to think that the fashionn and customs I attacked were some fantastic
1 Hoe Nos. 81,127, 265.